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H.Res. XX – Honoring the heroic actions of the pilot, crew, and 
rescuers of US Airways Flight 1549 

 
FLOOR SITUATION 

H.Res. XX is being considered on the floor under a motion to suspend the rules, requiring a two-thirds 
majority vote for passage. This legislation was introduced by Representative Joseph Crowley (D-NY) on 
January 26, 2009.  
 

SUMMARY 
H.Res. XX resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 Applauds the skill, quick thinking, and bravery of Captain Chesley B. Sullenberger III and First 
Officer Jeffrey B. Skiles; 

 Commends the quick response by the flight attendants Doreen Welsh, Donna Dent, and Sheila 
Dail of Flight 1549 to prepare passengers for impact and rapid evacuation; and 

 Praises the quick response from the boats, first responders, and private citizens that arrived at 
the scene to aid and rescue passengers. 

 
BACKGROUND 

On January 15, 2009, Chesley B. “Sully” Sullenberger III piloted US Airways Flight 1549 from New York’s 
LaGuardia airport en route to Charlotte, North Carolina.  Shortly after takeoff, the place experienced 
difficulties.  Reacting quickly, Mr. Sullenberger landed the plane in the Hudson River.  This maneuver 
saved the lives of 155 people onboard the flight, as well as avoided any ground casualties or property 
damage in the densely populated New York City metropolitan area. 
 
Mr. Sullenberger has almost 40 years of flying experience, including seven years in the United States Air 
Force and nearly 30 years with US Airways.  Sullenberger is a 1973 graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 
 

STAFF CONTACT 
For questions or further information contact Adam Hepburn at 6-2302 or adam.hepburn@mail.house.gov. 
 
 
 
 


